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Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida's current facility policy is to retain ownership of our 
Riverside Home Office Complex and lease additional space as needed. 
As part of our strategic planning process, we are looking at a wide range of opportunities 
that will help us address our facilities requirements for the future. At this point, we are 
considering a number of options. 
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One name 
surfaces on 
big project 
There's nothing like a good mys-
tery company to get the city mov-
ing. 
_Rumors continued swirling yes-
terday about the latest unidentified 
organization considering Jackson-
ville for a large project. 
A refresher: Yesterday, we re-
ported that a major project of at 
least 1 million square feet was 
looking at Jacksonville - as well 
as other Florida cities .,- for a 
multi-use project, and that the 
University of Florida College of Ar-
chitecture dean was working on 
the deal. 
As for names, just one seemed to 
take prominence yesterday: 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of. 
Florida Inc., which now · occupies 
about 1 million square feet of 
space around town. 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield own~ 
a 20-story, 548,000-square-foot of-
fice building along Riverside Ave-
. nue downtown and leases about 
400,000 square feet of office space 
in three buildings at the Freedom 
, Commer~e Centre in Bayrneadows 
and also leases an estimated 65,000 
square feet in Deerwood Center. 
It employs about 4,900 people in 
Jacksonville. 
For its part, however, Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield spokesman Patrick 
McCabe issued only a · brief state-
ment yesterday that the organiza-
tion is "considering a number of 
options" regarding its future facili-
ties needs. 
----~~~ t/',,,,V1or,.I j ~11.,2 ~ 1.,tf!3 
The statement said the organiza-
tion's "current facility policy is to 
retain ownership of our Riverside 
Home Office Complex and lease 
additional space as needed." 
"As part of our strategic pian-
ning process, we are looking at a 
wide range of opportunities that 
will help us address our facilities 
requirements for the future. At 
this point, we are considering a 
number of options," it concluded. 
McCabe declined further com-
~ ment. 
" Sources didn't share many more 
details yesterday other than that 
the project would start with 
600,000 square feet - a little less 
than the space"in Barnett's down-
town tower. ~- )} .• -: 
_ Howeyer_ __ so_me. -·sources~stress_. 
· f that Blue Cross's strategic ,Wanning 
is for the long term, and not to 
read · too much into its statement or 
assume it's behind the mystery pro-
ject. 
UF Architecture Dean Wayne 
Drummond cautioned yesterday 
again~t _ much more_. publicity __ a,gqyt . 
the project. 
When asked if Blue Cross was his 
client, he said no. When asked if 
perhaps Blue Cross was the client 
of someone else he was working 
with, he brought the questioning to 
a close. 
"I really feel an obligation not to 
say any more," he said. 
Stay tuned. 
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